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(1) 
Hone#t, Upright, Faithful, and Plain 
Dealing, with thee O Army, &c; © 


T your firſt going forth,there was a trne ho- 
neſt Principle which ſtirred in the hearts 
of many of you, which convinced you of 
fin in the particular, and it alſo ſhewed 
youthe deſperate wickedneſs, cruelty, ty- 

” ranny and oppreſhon which was upheld 
by unjuſt and unrighteous Laws and Rulers, whereby the 
honeſt people were much oppreſſed, and in ſeveral of you 
there aroſe a-true zeal againit this abomination, and then 

I know your lives, and what you had was not dearto ſome 

of you, but was freely given up todo your Nation ſervice 

in breaking down that oppreſſion and tyranny which was 
brought upon it by the Enemies of God, andit; and then 

a mighty courage and boldneſs aroſe in many of you a- 

gainſt oppreſſion and oppreſſors, and the Lord appeared 

with youagainſt them, becauſe they were his Enemies,and 
ſought to deſtroy the very appearance of truth; and then 
many of you were low and tender, and the hearts of ſuch 

people as had honeſt defires in chem, and breathed for li- 

bcrty, they were much affe&ed with you, andthe cauſe 

you declared for, and vowedandengaged to be true and 
faithful unto, and then the Lord appeared with youin the 
field, giving you mighty Vifories over your Enemies, that 
ſo he might make way for his living truth to be ſpread, 
which was then ſtirring in his people; and the Lord vveak- 
ned his Enemies before you, and ye ſavy his mighty hand 
therein, and his mighty Work (in overturning thoſe his 

Enemies ) proſpered in your hands (for hemade you in- 

ſtruments therein) until he had ſcattered his Enemies, and 

then he gave you povverand opportunity to accompliſh 
that you had vovved and engaged to do, and yyhicly his 
lightin your hearts had ___ you, that you ought Ar 
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But you not keeping to that which firſt appeared in ou, 

aud-made you ſenſible of the oppreſſion that was upheld 
by che unrighteous Laws, Lawyers, and Rulers; an earthly 
ſelfiſh ſpirit, got up in many of you, which exceedingly in- 
creaſed covetouſneſs and pride in you; and then the great- 
neſs of your pay , and the ſpoile of your enemies, and i- 
dlenefs, and rhe fulneſs of the creatures began to be more 
delightful co many of you, then the liberty you once de- 
clared for; and then ſome among you began to ſee how de- 
ceit and hypocriſie crept in amongſt you, and appeared a- 
gainſt it; but = whoſe hearts went after your covetoul- 
neſs and ſelf-{eeking, ſoon ſtopt them, either by threat- 
ning them, or by advancing them into greater places, or 
by turning them outof the Army; and thus you began to 
back-flide, and then deceit began to wax ſtrong among 
- you, and ſeveral of you began to ſettle your ſelves in the 
earth, and in your Enemies Eſtates, and then you little 
regarded the oppreſſion that others ſuffered under,you be- 
ing at eaſe your elves; and thus the Enemy beguiled you, 
and deceit wrought in you, even as it did amongſt ſomeof 
the Sets and Opinions; for in many of them there was a 
true Principle of God ſtirring once, which convinced them 
of their own fins, and alſo ſhewed them the cruelty, wick- 
edneſs, and deceit of the Biſhops and Prelates, and others, 
and cauſed them to witneſs againſt ſuch; but they nor 
keeping tothe meaſure of God in them , a worldly, car- 
nal, deceitful ſpirit increaſed in them, and then they ſoon 
began to ſettle themſelvesin another form, ( without the 
life and power of God) which was as bad in the nature 
-and groundof it, as that they had witneſſed againſt, only 


. | it had another Name, 


And in theſame manner have ye ated; for ye going 
from the meaſure of Godin you , which ſhewed you the 
cruelty of the opprefſors,,vyhich ye had fought againſt;ye 
ſoon began to ſercle the ſame thing in the nature and 
ground of it, among your ſelves, which you had fought a- 
Zainſt in others, onely (in deceit and hypocrilie) you gave 
it another Name. 
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_ Aadthentruly great wit neſs encreaſed amongyon, 
(which made the heart of the righteous ſad ) even the 
{ame as abounded among your Enemies, ( which God o- 
verthrew for their Wickednels) yea, for then many of you 
ran into hunting, hawking, bowling, Horſe-racing, drink- 
ing,and other vain Games, and Sports, and Luſts, and Ex- 
ceſs, and Pride, both in your Dyer and Apparel; and your 
behaviour was grown ſo lofty, / Aon of you) that you be- 
camea burthen co all honeſt-hearced people,who once had 
an honeſt love going forth towards you; but this your 
Wickednelſs cauſed their love to wax cold towards you,and 
many who were your true friends, became aſhamed of you 
becauſe of your backſlidings. 

Andyou raiſed up the ſpirit of enmity and bitterneſs in 
your Enemies more and more againſt you, by theſc things 
which you ran into; yea, you gave them great advantage 
by your back-ſlidings, and ſome of you ſaw theſe things 
many times with Gods Witneſs; but ye not keeping to 
Gods Witneſs in you, deceitful fears aroſe in you , which 
ſtopt the mouth of truth in you,when you ſhould have wit- 
neiſed againſt the Wickedneſs that was amongſt you ; and 
your fears was,leſt you ſhould have been turned our of your 
places, and upon this account deceit was grovvn ſo ſtrong 
among you, and treachery , that ye durſt not ſpeak your 
minds one to another, for fear ye ſhould be ts One 
by another, and ſo turned out of your places : And thus 
deceit anda laviſh ſpirit poſſeſt ye , even till you had loft 
your Dominion and Authority over your Enemies,& then 
many of you became afraid to do that vvhich vvas jult 
(many times )leſt your Enemies ſhould be more diſpleaſed 
with you; andan deceit ye bowed, (many of youp even tO 
your Enemies, and ſought more to pleaſe them, then to do 
chat you had engaged to do ; & then you turned out many 
of your friends, and took in many of your Enemies, and 
mixed your felves with them; yea, you turned out many 
of your faithful friends, onely for coming into the lifeand 
obedience of that'which many of you profeſſed in words, 
and pretended once that you fought for the liberty of, 


4) 
O ARMY ! this is vain $2 to thee, vvithout flattery; 
and thus falſhood overſpread you, until the honeſt princi- 
plethat once ſtirred in you , was almoſt deſtroyed, and 
then ye little regarded the ſufferings of the innocent, nor 


* the oppreſſion that vvas in the Land, bur ye rather ſought 


to eſtabliſh yourſelves in the honor&fulneſs of this World; 
but ( poor creatures! ? yecould not ſettle y our ſelves in a 

eace there, for your Enemies daily plotted againſt you, 8 
Þad it not been juſt vvith the Lord to have ſuffered your 
Enemies to have deſtroyed you, becauſe of your grievous 
back-ſlidings and wickedneſs? O confiderit , confider it 
. while ye heve time, and prize the Lords loving kindneſs 
that he ſhould yet ſpare you, and yet give you time to re- 

ent. 

And ſeeing the Lord hath ſhewed you your backſlidings, 
with his eternal Witneſsin you, and hath begun to fru- 
ſtrate the deſigns of thoſe that yvould have cur you off in 
your backſlidings; and ye confeſs ( ſome of you) that you 
are vvilling to take ſhame alſo to your ſelyes wherein 
you have back-ſlidden; therefore ſeeing it is thus, all mind 
that of God in you,which ſheweth you your back-ſlidings, 
and believe; and wait in that, to feel that nature judged 
and deſtroyed in you, wherein all this Wickedneſs and De- 
ceit hath lodged; and keepein the fearand dread of the 
Lord God, that ſo ye may receive his pure Wiſdom, where- 
by ye may be ordered in the particular, & that ye in Gods 
Wiſdom and Fear may come to rule (in your places ) for 
God, to bea terror to evil-doers, and an encouragement 
to them that do well. 

And take heed of a ſelfiſh, earthly ſpirit in the particu- 
| ar, and of the honor, and glory , and gain of the World, 
( for that the Lord is againſt; ) Oh! there is a ſtrong, deep 
root of it in many of you, which the Spirit of Judgement 
and burning, and the Ax of God 1s to deſtroy ; therefore 
wait to feel its Work in you, 

O ARMY! in thee was Iſeveral years together, in which 
time [ ſaw the mighty appearance of God with thee, even 


in the time of the outward War; and when the War vvas 
ended 
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ended, I left thee, in obedience to the appearance of the 
living God unto me, who called me out of thee by his 

werful Word in,my heart, through which he hath ſan- 
Aified me,and hath brought me into the life of that truth, 
which 1, and many of you in the Army profeſied in 
Words, 

AndI can truly ſay in the fear of the Lord, That my 
love hath been, and yet is tender towards you, for the 


, good of your ſouls; and Ihave feen your conditions, and 


hath confidered them in the ty of the Lord, and Ican- 
not flatter any of you, but muitdeal plainly and and truly 
with yon and all people. 
Truly in many of yow there is an exceeding lofty, 
roud, coyetous, deceitful naturez” and in others of you 
there is a lofty , proud, luſtful, devouring , wanton, vain 
nature ;z though many of you I know have felt a meaſure 
of the power of God, yet verily ye have ſo back-ſlidden, 
that iniquity hath | za a ſtrong hold and root in moſt of 
you; that ſo ye muſt keep down tothe Witneſs of God in 
you,which ſearcheth your hearts,and will let you ſee what 


'15 there, that ſo the Lord's righteous Judgement ye may 


all feel it , and own it upon that nature in you which 1s 
contrary to theliving God; for if ye keep not to the ſpirit 
of Judgement,I know whatever ye have declared in words, 
that a ſelfiſh ſpirit will get up more and more to att in youz 
and verily friends, if you keep not your minds to the mea- 
ſure of the pure God in you, a ſecret baaſting will be rea- 
dy toget up in you, of what you have done, and then you 
will ſoon forget where you are, and your minds will run 
further and further into your Commiſſions, and into your 
great Houſes and Lands, which many of you have got;and 
others minds will run.into your Souldiers places,and eaſe, 
and idleneſs, and theſe things will beguile you if you take 
not heed, you will ſoon forget the oppretsions,then,that 
others ſuffer under ; and if ye ſhould do thus, verily the 
LordGcd would ſoon overturn youz& break you topieces, 

Therefore all wait in the light which ſhews you fin and 
evil, that ſo by it ye may be brought to:deny your ſelves, 
aud 
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and tocome out of the loftineſsthat ye have been in, inf& 
the true humility, (which -_ before the crue honor)and 
come into moderation both in your Dyet and Apparel, & 
in all things, & this would anſwer the Witneſs of God in 

eople;*and that being anſwered, it would beget again a 
he in them towards you, which you Joſt when you went 
into theexceſs. Therefore be ſober, and watch in the light 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which he hath enlighrened you- 


withall, and believe in it, that ſo ye may be preſerved by 
it,out of the deceicfulneſs of this World, and that ye may, 


be kept faithful in your places for the preſerving of the 


outward peace and liberty 'of the Nation, while ye feel a 

freedom in that which convinceth you ofevil, for the bea- 

ring a carnal Weapon; & know the manifeſtation of God's 

Spiritin you, and wait to feel the motions of it, and be os 

bedient thereto, and this will bring you to do violence ro 

no man, nor to accuſe any falſly; but it will bring you out 
of all ſuch things, if you keeptoit, anditwill make you 
to be content with ſuch wages as may find you food and 
rayment , and things neceſſary and convenient for your 
places, and this you would then be worthy of, 
So know the Lord hath a mighty Work to do, therefore 
waitin his light, that ye may be kept truly ſenſible of your 
laces, and gonot beyond them,but keep in the fear of rhe 

Lo » and wait to know what God requireth of you in 

your places, leſt the Lord caſt you out, So remember you 

are warned, and it 1s in tender love to your ſonls, 

This following, more particularly conecrneth the Officers of the 
Army,v% the Rulers of ths Natiorgthen the Army in general. 
Take heed-of raiſing or continuing War with other Na- 

tions(in your own wills)for to get your ſelves a Name,and 

to get their earthly Treaſures, as ſome of you have been 
inſtruments to do, for the Lord's hand hath been , and 
yet 18 again't that , and he will notproſper you therein; 
therefore be you warned, and know that this 1s a warning 

. Unto Fou from the Lord God ; and ſeek peace, and eſchew 

evil, and learn todo well, that the blefsing of the Lord ye 

may. come to feel, and that this deſtroying of creatures a= 
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bont Religion; tmd the honor & gain of this World may ceaſe. 
" And take heed'how-ye meddlewith Religion; for thac hath 
fplit &brokeri many Rulers before yon; therefore ſernoc up ane; 
fe&, and throw not down another by ah outward [:w & force, 

for that is wrong, &the Lord is —_—_ wait in his lighe- 
fo receive his counſd, that fo ye way Þe kept in Gods Wiſdom, 
& that therein ye may be inſtruments in the hand of the Lord, 
for the keeping of the outward peace of rheſe; Nations which” 
are under your command. | 

' And take heed of hearkening unto ſuch who in the kings time; 
eryed him up;& ran to him'to give them a/law to ſettle chem in 


theirWorſhip,& then again-in the Parliaments time ran to them/ 


& cryed'them up,bepgging a Law to ſertle Church-government, 
(as they call*d it)& then in the late ProteRors time cryed them 
up,& petitioned unto them with many feigned flattering words, 
and begged a law of them to ſertlethem in their Worſhip, now 
theſe are the deceitiul workers, who teach for filthy lucre,& are 
time obſervers, who through covetouſneſs and feigned words, 
makes merehandize of the people; & theſe quench the ſpirir, 
and deſpiſeth propheſying,and changeth with the times & Go- 
vernments,lert them be never ſo contrary;and theſe are neither 
true to God nor man, bur are men-pleaſers, and ſuch ſerves not 
the Lord Jeſus, but their own bellies, and theſe wanting the po- 
wer of God, runs to the Rulers for an outward power to uphold 
them; theſe are whored from the life of God in their own par- 
ticulars,and theſe ſeek ro ſtop the life of God where-ever it ap- 
pears, theretre take heed of upholding or ſetting them up by 
an outward Law, leſt you become the beaſt [mark that] which 
carrieth the'Whore, whichis'to be taken wich-thefalſe Propher 
and'the old Dragon, ( the Father of all unrighteouſneſs ) and 
caſt alive into the Lake.” ' | 
Now the 'true Worſhip, and 'Religion ' which ſtands in the . 
ſpirit, and in the truth,-muſr beſerup, and eſtabliſhed, and up» 
held by the Power 1mmorcal; and not:by an outwara Law. 
\ Burlet you! Law ſtop that in all(where-ever it appears)which 
wreſtles with fleſh and blood , and fights with the creature a- 
bout Religion; for this ſpirit could never make manifeſc the true 
Worſhip Ron acnber vents it fufter others to do it mho 
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aad the ſpirit of Godjf it tt ſrop them by an ontward Law 
or force,{o that which fights,wreſtles,and ſtrives with the crea« 
tares about religion, ts not for Chriſt, bat is a»te againſtChriſt & 
the Apoſtles, who wreſtled not-wich fleſh & b{ood, but with the 
. power of darkneſs,.3, wigh che ſpiritual wickedneſs in high pla- 
ces, that ſo wickedneſs & deceic might be deſtroyed in the crea» 
wires, and that, the creatures:mjght ,be preſerved , and their 
Weapons were'notcarnal, but ſpiritual. ', *' . ; 
Bur they that cryes out to the Rulers for an qutward Law to 
uphold their worſhip & religion,they war not with the ſpiricual 
Weapons, but with the carnal, and theſe deſtroys the creatures, 
bur cannot deſtroy the wickedneſs; & theſe have quenched the 
ſpirit in theix own. particulars, and theſe wovid queneh .it in 
others,& will not ſuffer him that hath ſomething revealed unto 

| him,to ſpeak, but cryesto the Magiſtrates,or to the rude multi- 
tude, for help, and fo flees to their carnal Weapons; and thoſe 
being ſtirred up by their Teacher, ſome of them ofc times beats 
thoſe that have che truth co declare in their Synagogues, & hales 
them out, & railes on them, & ſpits upon them, and ſometimes 
buffets, ſtocks, whips, & impriſons,and mangles the creatures, 8 
ſoa mars & defacerh the workmanſhip of God;and this hath been 
the work of Afitichriſt in all ages when Truth hath appeared a- 
gainſt deceit;and ſuch cannot truly ſay, truth hach prevailed on 
their parts, when they have thus beaten,and haled, and ſtocked, 
and whipped, and impriſoned the creatures, but viplence there 
at that time hath prevailed, by which they that have had the 
truth to declare, oft times have beeri ſtopped from ſpeaking ir. 
'So let none doviolence'to one anothers perſons or elta rev 
leryour Law cake hold'on them chac wauid do ſojbut let. taem 
alonen their profeſſion,and then. ir will ſ9oorappear whois 1n 
the truth, and who are Miniſters of Chr, and of che ſpirit, for 
thoſe that are in the ſpirir'of truth, witkeſſaredly prevail over 
chem that be.in the ſpiricgf deceity/ and 4his will be manifeſted 
ſoon, if there'be no viglenes dong/to:themmbo be in! che ſpiric 
6ftruth,thereby:co ftop'rhbm from ſpeaking the rrath,and then 
the ttuthwil-redthunto theWitnehs of /Gad inpeoples. conſcien- 
ces; & then many who could nos diſcern the Trath whiles there 
frayſuch Keivings&fightings with che creatures, wil come to ”= 
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| (9) 
and feel jt; and then Truth ſhall prevail , and deceit ſhall fall 
where ever it be and what coyering ſoever it have por, it ſhall 
be ript off, and he that is in the'Spirit of Truth, and abides in 
it, ſhall overcome all falſe ſpirits. 

Now I know yeare not altogether ignorant, how that the 
lives and goods of ſeveral in this Nation hath been madea prey 
opon by the Prieſts, who hath robbed and ſpoyled both thefa- 
therleſs, Widows, & others; & hath priſoned ſeveral unto death 
by a Law made by che Popiſh Kings, and fince ſtrengthened by 
thoſe that are called Proteſiants,concerning tvthes,& theſe be- 
fore- mentioned hath ſuffered chus tor not paying tythes. Now 
tythes in the Law given by the command of God unto Levi the 
changeable Prieſthood,(who was to have no inhericance among 
his Brechren )was for che maintenance of that Tribe,& alſo for 
the Fatherleſs, the Widows, aud the Strangers. but Chrilt being 
come after the order oi A7«/rhiſedech, he 1s the everlaſting un- 
changeable High-Prie{t, not made by a carnal commandment, 
buc by the power of an endleſs life, he offering himſelf up once 
for all,put an end to the changeable prietthood who were made 
by a Law which gave them tyches; ſo this Prieſthood & this Law 
was changeable, this Prielihood could not continue by reaſon 
of death; ſo this Prieſthood being changed&ended byChrilt the 
unchangeable Prieſc, made by the power of an endleſs life,there 
was a neceſſity alſo of a change & end of that law by which the 
changeable Prieits { who could nor continue by reaſon of death) 
were made, which gave thgm tythes, then Chriſt the everlaſting 
High-Prieſt, made by the power of an endleſs life, by the ſame 
power he made Miniſters,& treely gave them gifts for the work 
of the Miniſtry,which was for the perfeRing of the Saints, & in 
the power of an endleſs life ſent he chem forth, ſaying, Freely ye 
have received, freely give, a dinto what houſe ſoever ye enter, an 
they receive you, ye may eat ſuch things as are [et befere you, for the 
workman 1s worthy of hus meat. Theſe were Workmen,& they firſt 
planted a Vinyard, &then ear of the fruic thereof, firſt gathered 
a flock,& chen eat of che milk thereof, ſowed ſpirizual things, & 
reapedof their carnal chings untowhom cheyhadſown ſpirituals; 
preached cheGoſpel,& lived of the Goſpel;heſe were not made 
Minilters by the will of man, nor by an outward Law, neigher 
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ceceived they their maintenance by an outward Law, nor com 

elled or forced any to pay them, neither robbed,or ſpoyled,or 

mpriſoned they any that would not give them maintenance; 
but they had a neceſſity laid on them to preach the Goſpel,and 
they did fo.and coveted no mans gold,nor filver,nor apparel, 8 
theſe ſought not peoples goods, but them, 8 their diligence and 
care was not to make the Goſpel chargeable,for having food 8 
rayment,they were therewithall content; & they received it of 
ſuch alſo ( mark that ) as did receive them and their teſtimony, 
and ſo oppreſſed no man. 

But Pas/ foreſaw that afcer his departure grievous & raven- 
ousWolves ſhould enter, that would not ſpare the flock;& Chriſt 
Propheſied of them alſo,and theſe entered before Johx'; depar- 
ture,and he warned the little children(who had the annointing 
abiding in them)to take heed of them, for they were the Anti- 
chriſts, and went from the annointing in the particular , and ſo 
from thoſe thar werein it;& then the murthering ſpirit got up 
in theſe,8& theWorld went after theſe who ſpared not the flock, 
bur killed thoſe that had the teſtimony of Jeſus which is the ſpi- 
rit of Propheſie, & theſe Anticbriſts having loſt the ſpirit,being 
ravened from it in their own particulars,and having killed thoſe 
_ that were made Miniſters by che ſpirit, who had freely received, 

& freely gave;then they ſet up their Schools & Colledges, there 
to make Miniſters by the wil of man,8& then madea carnal Law, 
whereby they had tythes given them, for theſe had not freely re- 
ceived, neither would they freely give. ſo tythes among the Gen- 
tiles was ſet up by the devouring, murthering ſpirit by a law by 
which law they are yer upheld, (& nor by God)& they that yer 
receive the tythes,are found in the devouring,murdering ſpirit, 
(many of them)who have devoured many peoples goods in this 
nation,who could not for conſcience ſake pay tyths,&hath cau- 
ſed ſeveral others to be kept in prilon until death for the ſame: 
And this hath been the work of Antichriſt, who hath the ſheeps 
clothing, the good words, but inwardly is the ravening Wolf, 
And im this Work many of the Prieſts of Eng /:nd hath been 
found of hare,as is manifeſt by their fruits; & they have the ſame 
unjuſt law to oppreſs & deſtroy theinnorent ſtil, notwithſtans 
"ding ſome of you have pretended and declared much to the 
 eomtrary long. =_ Now 
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Now many of the Prieſts when we tel them of this their cruel- 
ty & oppreſſion,they will ſay, They are Amnifters of the Goſpel, 
he that preaches the Geſpel,God hath bath ordained that he ſhould live 
of the Goſpel. Well, we ſay ſo too, That we are Miniſters cf the 
goſpel, & he OE the goſpel,onght to live of the goſpel{mhich 
« the power of God) and onght not to have any outward Law to 
compel any to give him whereon to live. So this is that which we 
(who have learned to do unto all men,as we would they ſhould 
do unto us)would have, that he thac preaches the goſpel ſhould 
live of the goſpel, and not on that which comes by the force of 
an outward Law; but the Prieſts maintenance is contrary to the 
maintenance of the Miniſters of the Law or Goſpel. 

Therefore , firſt let there be no outward Law to hinder or 
reſcrain any people from hearing any whom they believe is a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, nor yet to compel any to hear any one 
vvhom they believe is not a Miniſter of the Goſpel; for an out- 
wardLaw can but reſtrain or compel the outward man, but the 
heart none can reſcrain from evil, nor compel to the good, but 
the Law & Power of God only in the heart, therefore let there 
be a free liberty for all people to meet concerning their Wor- 
ſhip,provided chat under pretence of meeting to worſkip,they 
meet not to plot for the overthrowing of the outward Gover- 
nors by an outward power, for if that can be proved and made 
manifeſt, truly then let ſuchſuffer by an outward Law. 
Andlikewiſe,let there be no law to compel any one to maintain 
any Teacher, neither let there be any law to reſcrain any one 
from giving any thing to their Teacher, (for this is but equal) 
ſo ler the people have liberty herein, that ſo this oppreſtion a- 
bout the maintenance of Teachers may ceaſe, And then it will 
ſoon appear whether theſe Prieſts be Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and whether their Goſpel will maintain them, yea, or nay. 

But many of the Rulers have ſaid , If we honld not provide 
maintenance for our Miniſters , then preaching would ſoon fall, aud 
then many people would become heathens. 

I anſwer, He that is a Miniſter of Chriſc, the Power of God, 
which is the everlaiting Goſpel, neceſlity is laid upon him to 
preach the Goſpel, and wo be unto him if he preach not the 
Goſpel: Andhe that is ſent forth by Chriſt, is not to take 
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*tkought what he ſhall eat,or __ ſhall drink,or wherewith- 
all be ſhall be clothed, for his heaverily Father knoweth that he 
hath need of all theſe things, and provides them for choje that 
he ſends forth, (without an outward Law to con:pel it ):that ſo 
they lack not ary thing. 

Now that Miniſtry which the forcing an o»tward 7 2inte= 
nance for ir, will uphold ic, & the not forcing an or v3! main- 
tenance for it, will cauſe it ro ceaſe,[ mark ; :11* Mi.” ry never 
did any good or ſervice for God, nor never can ( that is God's 
truth unto you at the furtheſt; this Miriſtry bait bur brought 
people to dra y near unto God with their 1.011ths.and ro appear 
to honor him with their lips, when their tearts have beca atar 
off, but this Miniſtry could never bring any inco the ire know- 
ledge of God, and Chriſt, whom God hath tent and freely given 
for a Covenant of light, and withovr this knowledge, 3!! people 
upon the earth are without the life eternal.and lo are heathiens, 
whatever they profeſs in words , -though they may make long 
prayers, and think to be heard in cheir much ſpeaking, as the 
phariſces & hypocrites did, whom Chriſt call d Heathens;there- 
tore conſider what a Miniſcry you have upheld, and do uphold. 

<0 let that Miniſtry fall which cannot ſtand withour an out- 
ward [aw for to compel an outward maintenance for it, for the 
Lord regards it not, but his hand is againic it, and againſt tha 
which would uphold it, and both mutt fall rogerher. 

So what is here declared concerning Religion, and the main- 
tenance of Teachers, and the like, it 1s in the equal royal Law 
of liberty, which is, To love thy neighbor as thy ſelf, and to do 
unto all as we would be done unto. 

And fo if the ſpirit which we areled and guided by(who are 
called in ſcorn Oxakers)be not able to prevail over that vyhich 
vve oppoſe in others as error, then let us be manifeſted to be in 
the error, and let us fall; vnely let there bea fair tryal , andler 
there not be ſuch beating, and haling,& tearing, and mangling, 
and ſtocking,and impriſoning of the creatures as hath been,for 
vvhere theſe things have been aRed. many have been ſtopped at 
that time for ſpeaking the cruth , yet notvvithſtanding che 
truth hath prevailed over all, and ſhall prevail. Andif chat can 
be proved againſt us truly, that we plot at our Meetings, or at 
| any 
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any other time dgainſt the outward Governors, to overturn | 
them by an outward power or force, then let us alſo ſuffer ( as 
I ſaid before) by a jult Law. 

Andif he that ſends us forth, will not provide food and rai- 
ment for us, then let us want; and if we cannot live of our Go- 
ſpel which we preach, without an outward Law to compel us 
an outward maintenance,& if our Miniſtry will not ſtand wich- 
out it, then lect us want whereon to live, & let our Miniſtry fall. 

And let none be compelled co uphold another's Meeting-phace 
( concerning their Worſhip) for that is oppreſſion; but let eve- 
ry one uphold their own, and that fort of profeſſors that will 
not uphold the place where they meet to worſhip , let their 
houſe fall, and then it will appear where the earthly ſpirit lod- 
geth, for they that compel others to uphold another's place of 
Worſhip , doth but cover and ſtrengthen the earthly ſpirit 
therefore let there not be ſuch havock made of peoples goods 
as hath been of late upon many who could not give to the up- 
holding another's Meeting: houſe; for this is out of the equali- 
ty, in the eppreſſion and tyranny. 

So come into that which is equal, and keep in that, and that 
will bring you to aR&.rhat which is equal and juſt, unto all, and 
to break all outward Laws that are not equal and juſt, bur rends 
to tyranny and oppreſsion; and trn!y there are many Laws and 
Cuſtoms in this Nation, whereby the innocent are oppreft, ſo 
wait co feel the power of God, that ye may rule and govern in 
that, (for the Lord;) and feeling the power of God, and keep» 
ing to that, it will bring you out of all deceit and tranſgreſsion 
in che parc:cular, and (o to {tand over all deceit and tranſgreſ- 
ſion 1n the general; and it will allo bring you to judge righte- 
ouſly, without reſpeR to perſons; and this will reach to the 
Witneſs of God in all conſciences. 

So wait to feel the higher power to rule over the evil doer in 
the particular,& to know & feel the Authority of God there,& 
then ye wil come to rule over all evil-doers 1n the higher Power, 
even in theAuthor:ry of God,% then that of God in all conſci- 
ences w':ere ye comme to rule,ſhall anſwer to your government. 

But 1: ye give way to the evil-doer in the particular, andlet 
him have the liberty rhere,| mark char] then that will cauſe the 
| Juſt 
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Juſt to ſuffer in ——— and then the fariewill pive way 
nd liberty to evil-doers without;whereby the Juſt wittiout wi 

come to. ſuffer alſo. | | | 0" k 

Therefore keep to the power of the Lord in your own par- 
ticulars, (yon who have felt it) and that will brint; yeto'ds Ju» 
ſticeunto all without partialiry,& this will make you honorable 
in the hearts of the people and chen ſhall righreouMmeſs, Truth; 
Equity, Mercy,& Jubice, proſper over all,and be exalted,& all 
deceit unrighteouſneſs & unrighteous vvays ſhall be confound- 
ed.So remember, He that raleth over men muſt be juſt yulingin thi 
fear of Ged, ; , 
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| Something after, 4 oral 
ND all ye that are Officers and Rulers now, who bavetifted of thepure power 
IX of the Lord God, and bath ft it ſtirring/in you agaitſh all oppr:fſion and ty- 
vanny, whereby alſo ye were made to witneſs againſt the backh-flidings cf others,te 
ven to the loſing of your places, ( ſome of you) [ome being turned out, and others 
that could not flay for conſcience ſake. 
* VVell; keepro the power of the Lord which ye bave felt; anal ds wor dbuſeit;but 
wait i1 it, that ye may be kept low in.his fear, that ſo thoſe who are comet ſet they 
back-ſlidings; and do repent them, may come to have unity with you, and you with 
them,in thatwhich kept you in any meaſure out of the back: ſliding and which hath 
alſo brought them to ſte theirs, and to repent of it; for that is but one in you buth,it 
is eventhe meaſure of the pare God which is given you to p1 ofit withall; therefore 
in that all wait to receive the wiſdom which 15 from above, that in it ye may all be 
preſerved and kept in saity together, and that therein ye may be inſtruments for the 
ſetling and preſerving the outward Peace and juſt Liberties of the people of theſe 
Nations, which are unde! your charge, | 
_ But verily, mucb of the ways which bath lately been entered into, hath not been 
for the peace, ſaſety, and well-being of theſe Nations,(for the power being loſt pride 
and luſt was the ground of them;) Therefore all mind the Lords wiſdom ani coun- 
fel, that ptraduqntore ye may find, and [ee a way how $0 top them, leaſt ye bring e+ 
-nemies upon beags both upon your ſtlves and theſe Nations; for yet verily, breaking, 
breaking ,overturning,and yet overturning will be ax10ng all theſe that willnot la - 
mit to the connſelof the Lord,and wait in b1s light ,to be led and guided in bis wiſ- 
dom; fot be will be known to rule in the kingdoms of men, and he will exalt bis own 
Name over al. | B33 
. © Many are your Enemies withis and without, therefore be not kigh- minded, but 
Fear, leaſtthry prevail over you. 5 
The Lord is ueay unto all thoſe that fears him, and truſts in bis Name, to deliver 
bit theſe that go out of his feay, aud truſts in the wiſdowe or arms of fleſh, 
tbey [ball be broken; the mouth of the Lord #ath oken it ; 
- forth inthe former 2 ; 315.584 
- +,-" efrtbe3d, Monthi!65 9. THE END, | | 
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